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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This action is responsive to an amendment filed 10/17/03. Claims 1-15 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 10/17/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 has been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okawa et al. 
(JP Patent No. 61-294961) and in view of Tachell et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,160,877). 

Regarding claims 1 and 10, Okawa discloses a voice storage device for storing analog 
voice (fig.2; page no. 3, 3 rd paragraph; 'voice' reads on the claim 'audio', 'device' reads on the 
claim 'unit' and 'analog voice' reads on the claim 'audio data'). 

However, Okawa fails to teach "the audio information including a response message 
individually pre-recorded for each of a plurality of predetermined callers, each of the callers 
being identified by caller information thereof. Tachell teaches the voice mail greetings (i.e., 
audio information including a response message) individually pre-recorded for each of a plurality 
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of predetermined callers, each of the callers being identified by calling party's identification (i.e., 
caller information thereof) (col. 4, lines 56-60, col. 10, line 63 -col. 11, line 4). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Okawa to allow the audio information including a response message individually pre-recorded 
for each of a plurality of predetermined callers, each of the callers being identified by caller 
information thereof as taught by TachelL The motivation for the modification is to have doing so 
in order to play personal greeting according to the caller identification. 

Okawa further discloses main controller for reading out the voice data stored in the voice 
storage device (Constitution; fig.2; page no. 3, 3 rd paragraph; 'main controller 5 reads on the 
claim 'audio data controller', 'voice data' reads on the claim 'audio data' and 'voice storage 
device' reads on the claim 'audio storage unit'). 

Okawa further discloses main controller for controlling the voice storage device (fig.2; 
page no. 3, 3 rd paragraph; 'main controller' reads on the claim 'central controller' and 'voice 
storage device' reads on the claim 'audio storage unit'). 

Okawa further discloses network control section for connecting the voice storage device 
to a network including a telephone frame (Constitution; fig. 1, fig.2; page no. 3, 2 nd paragraph, 3 rd 
paragraph; 'network control section' reads on the claim 'network interface', 'voice data' reads on 
the claim 'audio data', 'voice storage device' reads on the claim 'audio storage apparatus' and 
'telephone frame' reads on the claim 'telephone line and an extension line'). 

Okawa further discloses stored voice data is reproduced (Constitution; page no. 4, 1 st 
paragraph; 'stored voice data' reads on the claim 'audio information corresponding to the caller 
information'). 
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Okawa fails to teach "a caller information detector for detecting caller information from 
an input signal incoming from the network". Tachell teaches a visual message indicator (i.e., 
caller information detector) for detecting caller information from an input signal incoming from 
the network (col. 11, lines 7-19). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Okawa to allow a caller information detector 
for detecting caller information as taught by Tachell. The motivation for the modification is to 
have caller information detector for detecting calling party's name, telephone number etc. 

Okawa further fails to teach "the central controller reproduces the response message for a 
call which the caller information detector detects to be from at least one of the predetermined 
callers". Tachell teaches that the data processor/controller (i.e., central controller) reproduces the 
response message for a call which the visual message indicator (i.e., caller information detector 
detects to be from at least one of the predetermined callers (col. 11, lines 7-19, col. 12, lines 15- 
43). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Okawa to allow the central controller reproducing the response message for 
a call which the caller information detector detects to be from at least one of the predetermined 
callers as taught by Tachell. The motivation for the modification is to have doing so in order to 
provide the subscriber the suitable response messages. 

Regarding claims 2 and 11, Okawa further discloses main controller reproducing the 
stored voice data through the communication unit (fig.2; page no. 3, 3 rd paragraph; 'main 
controller 5 reads on the claim 'central controller', 'stored voice data' reads on the claim 'audio 
information corresponding to the caller information' and 'communication unit' reads on the 
claim 'audio data controller'). 
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However, Okawa fails to teach reproducing the audio information when it is judged there 
is a request for hearing of audio information on the basis of the input signal. Tachell teaches 
reproducing message (i.e., audio information) to hear the stored message (i.e., when it is judged 
there is a request for hearing of audio information on the basis of the input signal) (col. 14, lines 
36-48). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Okawa to allow a reproduction of the audio information when 
there is a request for hearing it as taught by Tachell. The motivation for the modification is to 
have the request in order to get the information about the caller from the storage device. 

Regarding claims 3 and 12 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 2. Furthermore, Okawa fails to teach "a group control table registering plural 
telephone numbers in one group". Tachell teaches contact database (i.e., group control table) 
editing telephone numbers in one group (col. 16, lines 16-39; 'editing 5 reads on the claim 
'registering'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Okawa to allow a group control table registering plural telephone 
numbers as taught by Tachell. The motivation for the modification is to have the group control 
table in order to provide telephone numbers for different attributes. 

Okawa further discloses main controller when transmitting data to in the network control 
section and receive data from the telephone network, reproducing the stored voice data through 
the communication unit (fig.2; page no. 3, 3 rd paragraph; 'main controller' reads on the claim 
'central controller', 'network control section' reads on the claim 'network interface', 'telephone 
network' reads on the claim 'network', 'stored voice data' reads on the claim 'audio information 
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corresponding to the caller information' and 'communication unit' reads on the claim 'audio data 
controller 5 ). 

However, Okawa further fails to teach "reproduces the main guidance". Tachell teaches 
reproducing the call screening options (i.e., main guidance) (col. 12, lines 9-14). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Okawa to allow a main guidance as taught by Tachell. The motivation for the 
modification is to have the main guidance in order to instruct the user. 

Regarding claims 4 and 13 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claims 1-3. 

Regarding claims 5 and 14 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claims 1-3. 

Regarding claims 6 and 15 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claims 1-3. 

Regarding claims 7 and 8 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above with respect 
to claims 1-3. 

Regarding claim 9, Okawa further discloses reproducing the stored voice data without an 
assignment of a mailbox (fig.2; page no. 3, 3 rd paragraph; 'stored voice data 5 reads on the claim 
'designated response message'). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Matthews et al. (U.S. Patent 4,652,700) teach electronic audio communications 
system with versatile user accessibility. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alam Elahee whose telephone number is (703) 305-4822. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Fri from 9:00am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (703) 305-4895. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 

M.£. 

MD SHAFIUL ALAM ELAHEE 
January 11, 2004 



FAW TSfiMG 
SfPHWSORY PATENT EXAMINER 
l -u ^CiOGY CENTER 2800 




